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Ja ouvi e vi o bastante! Tenho vivido no Oeste por toda a vida. Trabalhei proximo a eles. Eles
tém trabalhado para mim e eu para eles. Quando era jovem, namorei suas filhas. Quando me
casei, vieram a meu casamento. Agora tenho minhas préprias filhas e alguns de seus filhos
namoraram minhas filhas. Sentiria- me privilegiado se um deles se tornasse meu genro.

Estou falando dos Mérmons.

Séao algumas das pessoas mais honestas e trabalhadoras que ja conheci. S&o espirituais,
provavelmente mais que muitos de outras religibes conhecidas que tenho encontrado.
Estudam a Biblia e ensinam sobre ela como nenhuma outra igreja crista faz. Servem sua
religido sem pagamento de todos os meios concebiveis. Nenhum de seus lideres, professores,
conselheiros, bispos ou diretores de musica recebem um centavo pelas horas de trabalho que
dedicam. Os mérmons tém um ministério leigo - fato geralmente desconhecido.

Ouvi muitas vezes de pulpitos de outras igrejas o qudo malignos e néo-cristaos eles séo e
que ndo irdo para o céu. Decidi recentemente comparecer a um de seus servi¢gos de adoracao
proximo a minha casa para ver por mim mesmo.

Que surpresa! O que ouvi e vi era justamente o oposto do que os ministros religiosos do dia
estavam dizendo- me. Encontrei um servigo muito simples, sem fanfarra. Encontrei um povo
com grande senso de humor e um lado espiritual bem balanceado. Nao havia musica em alto
volume. S6 um servigo simples, com os préprios membros dando varios breves discursos.

Eles urgem sua juventude a ser moralmente limpa e viver uma boa vida. Ensinam o
Evangelho de Cristo tal como o entendem. Dao a sua Igreja o nome de "A Igreja de Jesus
Cristo dos Santos dos Ultimos Dias". Por acaso isso soa como uma igreja nédo-cristd para
VOCcé?

Perguntei-lhes muitas coisas sobre o que ensinam e por qué. Recebi respostas que em
muitos casos podiam ser encontradas no Novo Testamento. Suas idéias e doutrinas nao
pareciam muito fantasiosas, segundo meu entendimento. Quando li seu "Livro de Mérmon"
fiquei igualmente surpreso ao encontrar justamente o oposto do que me disseram que
encontraria.

Entdo procurei o pastor de outra igreja para perguntar-lhe algumas das mesmas questdes
sobre doutrina. Para minha surpresa, quando soube que eu estava de certa forma
investigando os mérmons, tornou-se hostil. Referiu-se a eles como um culto nado-cristdo.
Recebi o que me pareceu

propaganda maligna contra aquelas pessoas. Ele afirmou categoricamente que eles néo sao
Cristdos e que ndo se encaixam no molde cristao. Disse também que n&do créem realmente
na Biblia. Deu- me uma pilha de literatura antimérmon. Comecgou a vociferar que os mérmons
nao estavam dizendo- me a verdade sobre o que acreditam. He n&o quis ouvir nada bom
sobre eles.

A principio fiquei surpreso, mas depois ndo. Comecei a ponderar. Nunca conheci um culto
que da suporte aos escoteiros americanos. De acordo com o0s escoteiros, um terco de todas
as suas tropas nos EUA sdo Mérmons.

Que culto vocé conhece que tem um sistema de bem-estar como nenhum outro neste pais?



Eles tém fazendas, fabricas de enlatados e criagfes de gado para ajudar os necessitados. A
Igreja Mérmon doou milhdes de doélares para ajudar a reconstruir igrejas batistas incendiadas
ha alguns anos.

Doaram toneladas de suprimentos médicos a paises devastados por terremotos.

Vocé nunca os viu na TV pedindo dinheiro. Que culto vocé conhece que insta seus membros a
obedecerem a lei, pagar seus impostos, servir no servigo nilitar se convocados e serem bons
cristdos vivendo elevados padrbes morais?

Vocé sabia que centenas de milhares de jovens mérmons levantam-se da cama bem antes da
hora de ir para a escola para frequentar aulas de treinamento religioso?

Eles tém ligas de basquete e softball e supervisionam dancas jovens todos os meses. Sao
recrutados pelo FBI, pelo Departamento de Estado e pelo departamento de policia no interior
porque sao confidveis. Sao ensinados a ndo beber nem usar drogas. Estdao no Servi¢co Secreto
aqueles que protegem o Presidente. Servem em altas posicdes de lideranca em ambos os
partidos no Congresso e no Senado e tém sido governadores de diversos estados fora de
Utah. Servem com distin¢do e honra.

Se vocé tiver mérmons vivendo nas proximidades, provavelmente descobrira neles seu
melhores amigos e vizinhos. S&o cristdos que tentam viver o que pregam. Nao sao perfeitos
e sdo os primeiros a admitir isso.

Conheci alguns deles que nédo poderiam viver sem sua religido, tal como muitos de nés.

A retdrica espalhada por ai sobre eles ndo é nada mais que propaganda maligna fundada em
inverdades. Alguns tém sido bem sucedidos em demoniza-los ao ponto em que o publico em
geral ndo faz idéia sobre em qué eles realmente créem e ensinam. Se vocé realmente quiser
conhecer a

verdade, va ver por si mesmo. Vocé também se surpreendera.

Quando me mudei para ca héa cerca de vinte e cinco anos havia cinco alas mérmons em
Santa Clarita. Agora ha quinze. Eles devem estar fazendo algo certo.

Paul Allen, Santa Clarita, Califérnia.

Traducéo: Marcelo Todaro
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Editor:

I have heard and seen enough!

I have lived in the West all my life. | have worked around them. They have worked for me
and | for them. When | was young, | dated their daughters. When | got married they came to
my wedding. Now that | have daughters of my own, some of their boys have dated my
daughters. | would be privileged if one of them were to be my son-in-law.

I'm talking about the Mormons.

They are some of the most honest, hard-working people | have ever known. They are
spiritual, probably more than most other so-called religious people | have encountered. They
study the Bible and teach from it as much as any Christian church ever has. They serve their
religion without pay in every conceivable capacity. None of their leaders, teachers,
counselors, Bishops or music directors receive one dime for the hours of labor they put in.



The Mormons have a non-paid ministry — a fact not generally known.

I have heard many times from the pulpits of others how evil and non-Christian they are
and that they will not go to heaven. | decided recently to attend one of their services near
my home to see for myself.

What a surprise! What | heard and saw was just the opposite from what the religious
ministers of the day were telling me. | found a very simple service with no fanfare. | found a
people with a great sense of humor and a well-balanced spiritual side. There was no loud
music. Just a simple service, with the members themselves giving the several short sermons.

They urge their youth to be morally clean and live a good life. They teach the gospel of
Christ, as they understand it. The name of their church is "The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints." Does that sound like a non-Christian church to you?

| asked them many questions about what they teach and why. | got answers that in most
cases were from the New Testament. Their ideas and doctrines did not seem too far fetched
for my understanding. When | read their "Book of Mormon™" | was also very surprised to find
just the opposite from what | had been told | would find.

Then | went to another church's pastor to ask him some of the same questions about
doctrine. To my surprise, when he found out that | was in some way investigating the
Mormons, he became hostile. He referred to them as a non-Christian cult. | received what
sounded to me like evil propaganda against those people. He stated bluntly that they were
not Christian and that they did not fit into the Christian mold. He also told me that they don't
really believe the Bible. He gave me a pile of anti-Mormon literature. He began to rant that
the Mormons were not telling me the truth about what they stand for. He didn't want to hear
anything good about them.

At first | was surprised and then again, | wasn't. | began to wonder. | have never known
of a cult that supports the Boy Scouts of America. According to the Boy Scouts, over a third
of all the Boy Scout troops in the United States are Mormon.

What cult do you know of that has a welfare system second to none in this country? They
have farms, canneries and cattle ranches to help take care of the unfortunate ones who
might be down and out and in need of a little help. The Mormon Church has donated millions
to welfare causes around the world without a word of credit. They have donated thousands to
help re-build Baptist churches that were burned a few years ago. They have donated tons of
medical supplies to countries ravaged by earthquakes.

You never see them on TV begging for money. What cult do you know of that instills in its
members to obey the law, pay their taxes, serve in the military if asked and be a good
Christian by living high moral standards?

Did you know that hundreds of thousands of Mormon youth get up before high school
starts in the morning to attend a religious training class? They have basketball and softball
leagues and supervised youth dances every month. They are recruited by the FBI, the State
Department and every police department in the country because they are trustworthy. They
are taught not to drink nor take drugs. They are in the Secret Service — those who protect
the President. They serve in high leadership positions from both parties in Congress and in
the U.S. Senate, and have been governors of several states other than Utah. They serve with
distinction and honor.

If you have Mormons living near, you will probably find them to be your best friends and
neighbors. They are Christians who try to live what they preach. They are not perfect and
they are the first to admit this. | have known some of them who could not live their religion,
just like many of us.

The rhetoric which is spread around against them is nothing more than evil propaganda
founded in untruths. (Others) had successfully demonized them to the point that the general
public has no idea what they actually believe and teach. If you really want to know the truth,
go see for yourself. You, also, will be surprised.

When | first moved here some 25 years ago there were five Mormon wards in Santa
Clarita. Now there are 15. They must be doing something right.

Paul Allen
Santa Clarita, Calif.






